Grand River Conservation Authority
Addendum - General Meeting

Friday, December 13, 2024
9:30 a.m.
Hybrid Meeting of the General Membership
GRCA Administration Centre
Zoom Virtual Meeting

Pages
10. Correspondence
a. Susan Watson re: Freedom of Information Request regarding Niska Lands
1. Attachment for Susan Watson re: Freedom of Information request 1
b. Gail Schenk re: GRCA's vision, mission and values, and environmental 2
sustainability

THAT Correspondence from Susan Watson regarding a Freedom of
Information request related to property known as the Niska Lands, and the
1977 newspaper article submitted with said correspondence, and from Gail
Schenk regarding the GRCA's vision, mission and values, and environmental
sustainability be received as information.
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From: Samantha Lawson

To: Eowyn Spencer; Karen Armstrong
Subject: FW: GRCA Vision, Mission and Values must be used to fight for environmental sustainability within our province.
Date: December 10, 2024 9:55:13 AM

From: Gail Schenk ||| NG

Date: December 9, 2024 at 9:01:21 PM EST

To: Chris White

Subject: GRCA Vision, Mission and Values must be used to fight for
environmental sustainability within our province.

To the Attention of the GRCA Chair person and all GRCA councillors:

| am a resident of Kitchener-Waterloo who strongly agrees with the GRCA Vision,
Mission and Values. | have copied this document at the end of this email in case
you would like to refamiliarize yourself with these strong, intelligent, highly
researched values which are vital at this time in Ontario’s history, and you may
also use the link below.

https://www.grandriver.ca/who-we-are/grca-vision-mission-and-values/

Many Ontarians as well as delegations to the GRCA monthly meetings have
recently brilliantly addressed current issues which are directly related to the
GRCA'’s Vision, Mission, and Values. These articles and delegations include:

1. “The Gutting of Conservation” in Susan Watson’s blog and her strong support
for protection of the Kortright Waterfowl Park, as well several other land parcels
for disposition which the GRCA has identified within the Grand River watershed.

sell-niskakortright-conservation-lands-9566593

2. Susan Koswan'’s article "Provincial Conservatives playing risky game with our
conservation authorities”,

game-with-our-conservation-authorities/article 19e08984-231e-5176-8d6b-
466e17887111.html



3. many public comments submitted in the recent Grand River Conservation Area
Strategic Plan

4. In the 2024 fall issue of "Ontario Nature", the editorial on page 5 and also the
article “Keeping Ottawa Wet and Wild” on page 22 in the 2024 fall issue of
"Ontario Nature” state:

page 5:

"The Ontario government has gutted the once-robust Ontario Wetland
Evaluation System, thereby increasing the difficulty of keeping critical
habitats protected, let alone pursuing the essential task of identifying and
design designating new ones. Anyone who cares about nature should take
this threat seriously.”

page 22:

"... recent changes in provincial policy are putting this all at risk. Ina 12
month period of Ontario's revamped wetland evaluation system being in
place, Ontario Nature has tracked the sudden removal of protected status
for 55 hectares of wetlands in the Goulbourne Wetland Complex, some of
them slated for a new quarry, along with losses in16 other municipalities.
Notably the new evaluation system jeopardizes the protection of complexes,
such as Goulbourne that comprise a series of distinct but connected
wetlands. “If we disallow recognition of the fundamental interdependence
and interconnectivity of wetlands and pretend they are isolated and
independent, then we can cut away at the margins until the entire edifice
collapses”, says Rebecca Rooney, an associate professor of biology and
lead scientist at the University of Waterloo's Wetland Laboratory. It's death
by a1000 cuts.”

| ask each and every member of the Grand River Conservation Authority to support
and fight for environmental sustainability within our province. The references
above definitively conclude how we are dependent upon a healthy environment.
Many, many Ontarians are eager to take responsibility for the sustainability of our
environment and a healthy future for us all, above all during this critical period in
which we must globally lower greenhouse gas emissions as we fight climate
change.



| deeply hope members and staff of the GRCA feel confident of this public support
for the GRCA Vision, Mission and Values.

Thank you for your work and time.
Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Gail Schenk,

Our Vision

A healthy watershed where we live, work, play and prosper in balance with the
natural environment.

Our Mission

We will work with local communities to reduce flood damage, provide access
to outdoor spaces, share information about the natural environment, and make
the watershed more resilient to climate change.

Our Values

Resilience
We provide effective leadership, and respond to change.
Collaboration

We listen and learn from others. We value a wide range of perspectives and
recognize that progress requires flexibility, and a commitment to sharing ideas
and working together.



Innovation

We encourage and leverage advancements in technology, scientific
methodologies and trends in education and communications, because these
are integral to success.

Courage

We carry out our obligation with conviction, and commitment to our beliefs
and values.

Respect

We strive for clear and respectful communication within our organization, with
our partners, and with members of the public.

GRCA Environmental Policy

We are committed to environmental protection through delivering services in a
manner that will ensure the wellbeing of the environment and its inhabitants.
The GRCA is committed to environmental protection through delivering
services in a manner that will ensure the wellbeing of the environment and its
inhabitants. To fulfill this goal, the GRCA will implement and maintain an
environmental management system in order to:

* Meet or exceed the requirements of all environmental laws and regulations;

® Participate in exchange of environmental management techniques and,
where feasible, adopt best available environmental technologies and
best business practices;

® Promote ownership, responsibility and accountability for environmental
protection and management;

® Increase environmental awareness of employees and the public through
training, education, outreach and communication programs;

® Contribute to conservation of resources through minimization programs
in energy, materials and water consumption;

® Minimize environmental impact of operations through environmental
management programs to minimize waste generation, air emissions and
effluent discharges; and



® Continually improve environmental performance through:

o Setting and reviewing measurable environmental performance
objectives and targets; and
o Reporting on environmental performance.
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